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PROCEEDI NGS

(Hearing commenced at 7:00 p.m)

HEARI NG OFFI CER: Ladi es and

gentlermen if | may have your attention
Wel conme to the this evening's comrents on the
Revi sed Draft M ssouri River Master Mnual
My nane's Col onel Donald Curtis, |'m commander
of the Kansas City District, Corps of
Engi neers.

Wth me tonight are menmbers of the team
that prepared the Revised Draft Environnenta
| npact Statement and I'Il call your name if
you fol ks woul d pl ease stand up and | et
everyone see where you're sitting or
standing. M. Larry Ceislik. Larry, okay.
Rose Hargrave, she's at the desk outside. Roy
McAl lister, Roy's in the back. M ss Patt
Lee, at the doorway. John Larandeau. M.
Paul Johnson. Rick More, time keeper. Doug
Latka, in the back. And fromthe Western Area
Power Admi nistration, M. N ck Staus.

This is the ninth of fourteen sessions
fromHelena to New Orl eans. This afternoon we

conducted an open house workshop, | hope nmany
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of you were able to stop by and study the
di spl ays, pick up handouts and talk with the
staff. |If you weren't, please take a few
m nutes this evening to visit the displays
that are set up in the back of the room Cur
agenda tonight will start with a short video.
There's a wel come followed by a description of
the projects, the features of the Revised
Draft Environnental |npact Statenent and the
maj or i npacts.

Now we want everyone to have a common
under st andi ng of the Revised Draft
Envi ronnmental | npact Statenent. Copies of the
summary and handouts as well as the entire
docunent are available at libraries and
project offices through the bases. Also, you
can get a copy by witing to us or off of our
web sight. The addresses are available in the
back of the room

Foll owing the video, | will give a little
further description of the comrent process to
be used toni ght and then take your coments.
We'l|l stay as long as necessary for everyone
to be heard. And with that we'll begin

Paul .
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(Vi deotape started at 7:05 p.m,

and concluded at 7:35 p.m).

HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Paul is not a
dam oper at or.

MR, JOHNSON: We probably wore it
out .

HEARI NG OFFI CER: Okay. W'l
proceed, Paul .

This hearing will come to order. Good
evening | adies and gentlenmen. Again | am
Col onel Donald Curtis, the Kansas City
District Commander and | will be your hearing
of ficer for tonight's session.

Qur purpose this evening is to conduct a
public hearing on proposed changes to the
gui delines for the Mssouri River nmainstem
system s operation.

Before | proceed, | want to go over a few
of the rules for the evening. This hearing is
bei ng recorded by M. Thomas Roberts of
Roberts and Associates. He'll be taking a
verbatimtestinony that will be used as the
basis for the official transcript and record

of this hearing. This transcript with all
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witten statenents and other data will be nade
part of the administrative record for action.
Persons who are interested in obtaining a copy
of the transcript for this session or any
ot her session may do so. Persons interested
in receiving a copy, please indicate this on
their cards available at the table at the
entrance. Also, if you're not on our mailing
list and desire to be, please indicate this on
t he card.

In order to conduct an orderly hearing,
it is essential that | have a card from anyone
desiring to speak giving your nane and who you
represent. |If you desire to make a statenent
and have not filled out a card, please raise
your hand and we will furnish a card to you.

| don't see any hands. The prinmary
pur pose of tonight's session is to help ensure
that we have all the essential information
that we will need to make our decision on
establishing guidelines for future operations
of the mainstem system and that this
information is accurate. This is your
opportunity to provide us with sonme of that

information. W view this as a very inportant
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opportunity for you to have influence on the
decision. Therefore, I"'mglad to see that
you' re here tonight.

I want to you renmenber that tonight's
forumis to discuss the proposed changes to
the operation of the Mssouri River mainstem
systemthat are analyzed in the recently
rel eased Revised Draft Environnmental |npact
Statement. We should concentrate our efforts
this evening on issues specific to that
deci sion and should refrain from di scussing
the Corps of Engineers in general

It is ny intention to give all interested
parties an opportunity to express their views
on the proposed changes freely, fully and
publicly. It is in the spirit of seeking ful
di scl osure and providing an opportunity for
you to be heard regarding the future decision
that we have called this hearing. Anyone
wi shing to speak or nmake a statement will be
given a opportunity to do so.

The M ssouri River mainstem system
consi st of Corps of Engineers constructive and
operated projects so officially that makes us

the project proponent. However, it is our
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intention that the final decision on future
operational guidelines for these projects
reflect a plan that considers all views of al
i nterests, focuses on contenporary and future
needs, served by the nminstem system and neets
requi renents established by Congress.

As hearing officer, my role and
responsibility is to conduct this hearing in
such a manner as to ensure full disclosure of
all relevant facts bearing on the informtion
that we currently have before us.

If information is inaccurate or
i nconpl ete, we need to know that and you can
hel p us meke that determ nation

Utimately, the final selection of a plan
that provides a franmework for future
operations of the mainstemsystemw || be
based on benefits that nmay be expected to
accrue froma proposed plan as well as
probabl e negative inpacts including cunul ative
i mpacts. This includes significant socia
econom ¢ and environnental factors. Should
you desire to submit a witten statenent and
do not have it prepared, you may send it to

the U.S. Arny Corps of Engi neers, Northwestern
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1 Di vi sion, 12565 West Center Road, Omraha,

2 Nebraska, 68144-3869, Attention, M ssouri

3 Ri ver Master Manual. You may al so fax your
4 conments to area code 402-697-2504 or e-mil
5 your comments to mastermanual @isace. army. ml .
6 The official record for this hearing will be
7 open until 28 February 2002. To be properly
8 consi dered, your witten statenent nust be

9 post mar ked by that date.

10 Before |I begin taking testinmony | would
11 like to say a few words about the order and
12 procedure that will be foll owed.

13 When we call your name, please cone

14 forward to the lectern, state your nane and
15 address and speci fy whether or not you're

16 representing a group, agency or organization
17 or if you're speaking as an individual. You
18 will be given five mnutes to conplete your
19 testimony. |If you're going to read a

20 statement, we would appreciate it if a copy
21 will be provided to the court reporter prior
22 to speaking so your remarks will not have to
23 be taken down verbatim After all statements
24 have been made tine will be allowed for any
25 additional remarks. During the session, | may

COVERI NG M SSOURI

ST. JOSEPH TO ST. LOUS 1-800-633-8289
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ask questions to clarify points for my own
satisfaction. Since the purpose of this
public hearing is to gather information which
will be used in evaluating the proposed plan
or alternatives to it and since open debate
bet ween nenbers of audience will be
counterproductive to this purpose, | nust
insist that all commrents be directed to ne,
t he hearing officer.

Wth the exception of public officials or

their representatives who will speak first,

speakers will be given an equal opportunity to
comment. Pl ease remenber speakers will be
limted to five mnutes and will be using a

lighted timer. Wen the yellow |light conmes on,
it means you have two mnutes of tine
remai ning. When the red Iight comes on, your
five mnutes are up. No portion of unused
time allotted to each speaker mmy be
transferred to another presenter. The purpose
of the hearing is to permt nenbers of public
an equal opportunity to concisely present
their views, information or evidence.

If we all ow one speaker to stockpile al

the unused tinme, the ultimte result nay be
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the hearing record will be unfairly tainted
and others waiting to speak nay be di scouraged
fromdoing so. | wll now call the nanes of
t hose who have submitted cards beginning with

el ected officials.

MR. MOORE: M. Roney.

HEARI NG OFFI CER: M. Matt

Roney.

(Whereupon M. Roney read a prepared
statement, which is attached to the
transcript.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, M.
Roney.

MR. MOORE: Any Jordan Woden

(Wher eupon Ms. Wboden read a prepared
statement, which is attached to the

transcript.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, Ms.
Wooden.

MR. MOORE: Mark Coul ter.
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(Whereupon M. Coulter read a prepared
statenent, which is attached to the

transcript.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, M.
Coul ter.

MR, MOORE: Stephen Mahfood.

MR. MAHFOOD: Good eveni ng,
Col onel, good to see you again

I want to thank you for this opportunity,
and ny nane is Steve Mahfood, by the way,
Director of M ssouri Department of Natura
Resources, and |'m here representing the State
of M ssouri .

I want to thank you for this opportunity
to share our position with you this evening.
This issue is of suprene inportance not only
to Mssouri, but to the entire nation. | want
to thank you for holding the hearings in the
basin and I think this is the right thing to
do, allow people the time and opportunity to
share how they feel about the various
proposal s.

As M ssouri continues to evaluate the
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newest data fromthe Corps, we will be | ooking
to ensure that the Mssouri River remains a
river of many uses including recreation,
agriculture, fish and wildlife conservation
navi gati on, water supply hydropower.
Bal anci ng these interests of both the upstream
and the downstream preaches of the river is
absolutely essential to what we think is
achi eving the goal
Because of the vital inportance of these
i ssues, Mssouri naintains that all decisions
nmust be based on sound science. W strongly
believe that if all sides of this discussion
conmit thenselves to adherence to solutions
founded on valid scientific evaluation, that
it will enable us to nake substantial progress
on resolving all the issues that have been
debated for so many years. Contrary to nmany
representations, Mssouri is firmy comitted
to inproving the ecol ogical health of the
M ssouri River. However, we strongly believe
there are ways to achieve these benefits while
still protecting and enhancing the |ives and
livelihoods of M ssourians who |ive on or near

t he banks of the M ssouri River.
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Significant concern to Mssourians is
that many of the proposals in the Revised
Draft Environnental |npact Statenent include
plans to increase total system storage in the
upper | akes. We have apprehensions that such
changes woul d significantly reduce the ability
of the Corps to ensure that the river is
managed to the benefit of all residents of the
basi n.

We strongly feel that the Corps nust
mai ntai n adequate flexibility to respond to a
wi de variety of situations both anticipated
and unforeseen. W believe these proposed
changes to storage levels in the upper | akes
would Iimt the Corps' capacity to performits
statutorily mandated role.

M ssouri is further concerned that these
changes to total system storage could
eventual ly restrict the use of water by
downstream states and thus detrinental to the
future welfare of M ssourians. W strongly
oppose any plan that would reduce the anount
of water usable and rel eased to downstream
st ates.

Furthernore, and | acking the inportance
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of the endangered species in this discussion
M ssouri al so suggests that the effects of
i ncreased storage of water in the upper I|akes
on endangered speci es be exani ned.
Conpr ehensi ve data regardi ng the inpact of
hi gh |l evel s of the upper |akes on endangered
species is not currently available. W
believe this information should be included in
t he di al ogue.

The second key conponent of many of the
current proposals is for a variety of reduced
flows from Gavins Point Damin the sumrer.

The flow Il evels and timng of the current
proposal s defer significantly fromthe

hi stori c hydrograph. M ssouri recognizes that
a properly timed and proportioned reduced
sumrer flow will likely benefit some sections
of the river's ecosystem W support efforts
to achieve a flow level that will help these
species while also ensuring that the | ong-term
viability of river comrerce on the M ssouri

Ri ver is not degraded. M ssouri believes that
such a flow | evel exists.

Qur state has advocated the reduce flow

of 41,000 cubic feet a second from Kansas City
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from August 1st through Septenber 15th. The
goal of this proposal is to acconplish these
fl ow conditions approximtely three of every
five years in order to balance the interest of
t he endangered species, recreation and the
conti nued support of other uses of the river.

Proposal s to depart from current
operations nust al so consider the effect of
any changes on M ssissippi River navigation
The entire inland waterway system depends on
suppl enental flows from M ssouri River into
the M ssissippi. W do not support proposals
that are detrinental to the long-term
viability of navigation on M ssissippi and
M ssouri River system

Finally, any reduced sumrer fl ow
alterations nust be water neutral. As | said
before. M ssouri will strenuously oppose
proposal s that reduce the amount of usable
wat er rel eased to downstream states.

A third key conponent of many of the
current proposals is the periodic spring rise
created by federal releases of additiona
wat er from Gavi ns Point Dam during Muy.

M ssouri opposes proposals for expanded spring
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rel eases.

We have serious concerns that current
proposal s woul d increase flooding, result in
hi gher ground water |evels and cause
i nadequat e drai nage throughout the | ower
basin. Additional spring rel eases could
potentially conmpound the effects of |arge
rainfall events downstream of Gavi ns Point
thereby increasing the risk of unanticipated
flow |l evel s in downstream states.

The dangers of such a spring rise
i ncrease because waters from Gavi ns Poi nt Dam
t akes approximately 10 days to reach St.
Louis. Spring flooding has had a significant
negati ve i mpact on M ssouri agriculture, we
all know that. M ssouri's agricultura
comunity nmust be a top priority in this
di scussion. We will strive to ensure that
M ssouri's agricultural comrunity not just
along the M ssouri River, but all through
M ssouri remains viable and profitable.

Such concerns nust be wei ghed agai nst the
fact that the |ower stretches of the M ssouri
Ri ver including the entire 553 niles in

M ssouri already receive a natural spring rise
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fromtributary inflow.

This spring rise that's proposed woul d
have little or no inpact on river species
living in the stretch of river w thin our
borders of the State of M ssouri.

One additional issue that has
occasionally been | ost because of the nore
contentious nature of some of the other
proposal s is the inportance of habitat
i nprovenent projects in restoring aquatic
diversity lost to the creation of upstream
| akes and channeli zati on and bank
stabilization over the |last 50 years.

M ssouri believes that an active program
of habitat creation, restoration augnented by
alterations to late sumer flows would
substantially assist the recovery of
endangered species. Qur state has undertaken
a nunber of habitat inmprovenent projects often
in concert with the Corps and we believe that
t hese cost effective and noncontroversia
efforts deserve significant support by the
federal governnent.

Finally, one issue of high inportance to

our state which is not currently in any
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proposal s but has been raised at various tines
during this discussion is the possibility of
water transfers out of the M ssouri River
basin. M ssouri unequivocally opposes
out - of -basin transfers. Such transfers
constitute econom c and ecol ogical threats
gi ven existing demands for water within the
basin and the need of species dependent on the
river for their survival

In conclusion, Mssouri is firmy
committed to restoring and protecting the
M ssouri River and ensuring that the river is
managed for all citizens. | want to reiterate
the inmportance of basing all decisions on
sound scientific data and further urge that
all potential inpacts and opportunities to
both the M ssouri and M ssissippi River
systems for each and every proposal be
consi der ed.

There conmes a tinme in all of this where
you can do things right or you can do the
right thing. W' re asking you to do the right
t hi ng.

Thank you for the opportunity to express

our position on these extrenely inportant
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i ssues.
HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, M.
Mahf ood.

MR, MOORE: Dal e Fri nk.

(Whereupon M. Frink read a prepared

statenment, which is attached to the

transcript.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, M.

Frink.
MR. MOORE: Bill Bryan.
MR. BRYAN: My nane is Bil
Bryan, |'m a deputy chief counsel for M ssouri

Attorney Ceneral, Jay N xon. Attorney Genera
Ni xon asked nme to be here tonight, he couldn't
be here, he had to sue sonebody today. Nobody
in this room

I"'mglad to see we're all lightening up
it looks like it's going to be a |ong
evening. And Attorney General Nixon would
want me to thank all of you for being here to
participate in this because this is denocracy
in action so thanks for being here.

We have heard a | ot over the years since
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this process has started about things like a
per manent fl ood, broken prom ses, the
cont enporary needs of the M ssouri River
basin. These are all very catchy, but
unfortunately somewhat ni sl eadi ng sl ogans that
are used by the upstream states and interests
to justify the profound change in water policy
evident in the Master Manual alternatives.
When we think of the big mainstemreservoirs
we think of flood control, water supply and
great walleye fishing. Meanwhile, the
upstream states have chosen to characterize
this valuable windfall as a permanent fl ood.
The Corps, however, has valued the
recreational benefits flowing fromthis
permanent fl ood at nmore than $84 mllion per
year. That's not too shabby for a flood.
When it floods around here, M ssourians |ose
nmoney, not nmake mllions.

Starting with the stated val ue of $84.7
mllion per year, the Master Manua
alternatives under consideration only increase
the permanent flood' s payoff for recreation by
an average of about $2.9 mllion per year

That's only about a three and a half percent
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increase and that is I ess gain on average to
recreation than the $3.6 mllion reduction in
flood control benefits under the sane
alternatives that was described as
insignificant in Corps' slide show only a few
nmonents ago
The net |loss of one and a half mllion
dollars, the difference between the flood
control | osses and recreational gains on
average, doesn't seemto nmeet the contenporary
needs of the basin to nme, a Mssourian
The current water control plan provides
many additional benefits to downstream states
that don't even figure into this sinple
cal culation, but the point is not so nmuch the
dollars and cents. One and a half mllion
dollars seens like a |lot of noney to ne, but
relative to this process, it's not very nuch.
This is about the fact that change purely
for the sake of change doesn't make sense and
isn"t mandated under the Nationa
Envi ronmental Policy Act or any other federa
law. Just as we need to preserve the flood
control benefits in Mssouri, however, we need

to protect the native fish and wildlife that
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rely on river the river, too.

O course the river didn't evolve the way
it has due solely to flow from Gavi ns Poi nt
Dam other actions have contributed to the
habi tat problems we are now facing.

Structural changes, for exanple, were made to
change the train the river. These structura
i mprovenents are essential to bank
stabilization and river commerce in accordance
to do a better job of repairing and

mai ntai ning them But we can also do nore

t hrough smart engi neering and other steps to
i nmprove the habitat along the river, and the
Corps, the Fish and Wldlife Service and the
State of M ssouri need to take steps to

i nprove the habitat along the river through
smart engi neering. By using commn sense and
smart engi neering, we can inprove the habitat
and protect other uses as well and the Big
Muddy can truly a river of many uses.

VWile the Corps has relied on the U S.
Fish and Wldlife Service to identify the
specific habitat attributes required to avoid
j eopardy to endangered species, the resulting

alternatives call for a spring rise and a | ow
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sumrer flow. But the historical records
reflect that the | ower M ssouri River here in
M ssouri experiences a spring rise wthout any
i ncreased rel ease from Gavi ns Poi nt.

The records also reveal that there is no
factual basis for a sumrer |low flow or a split
navi gati on season based on the period of
record, 100 year period of records that the
Corps has analyzed. Moreover, the val ue of
these particul ar changes is entirely
specul ati ve and unproven.

Under the circunstances, we support a
41,000 cubic foot per second | ow sumrer flow
at Kansas City from August 1st through
Sept enber 15th approxi mately every three out
of five years just as M. Mhfood pointed
out .

We do not support a spring rise from
Gavi ns Poi nt because given the lengthy travel
time from Gavins Point to St. Charles and
weat her forecasting uncertainties would make
flooding nore likely here in Mssouri. But
again, the point is not so nmuch the Master
Manual alternatives are good or bad, but that

they are unproven, and change purely for the
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sake of change doesn't make sense.

We intend to submit conprehensive witten
comments before the close of the conment
period and we are pleased that the Corps has
deci ded to consider and hold additiona
hearings before the end of the coment period
once the public has had an opportunity to nore
t horoughly review the data that has been
provi ded, and we will continue to be engaged
in this inmportant process and woul d wel cone
any opportunity to discuss the various
alternatives or further relate our coments
with you, your staff or w th Col one
Fast abend.

Thank you for this opportunity this
eveni ng.

HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, M.
Bryan.

MR. MOORE: Tad Kardis.

MR. KARDI S: Good eveni ng,
Col onel, thanks again for the opportunity to
participate in this process.

My nane is Tad Kardis, Mssouri Attorney
General Jay Nixon's office. 1'd like to speak

to you tonight about two inportant issues,
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el ectric power, future of public
partici pation.
This process is, in part, an exchange of
i nformati on. The Corps provides the public
with information and the public has an
opportunity to share its reaction to that
information with the Corps. The val ue of
public comrent is dependent upon the quality
of information that's given to digest.
In St. Joseph [ ast week | stood before
Col onel Fastabend and gave him an exanpl e of
how the Corps failed to provide the public
wi t h under st andabl e i nformati on about the
alternative effects on power plants that
depend on M ssouri River water for cooling and
di schargi ng heated water
Usi ng not hi ng but the Corps' own numnbers
provided in the RDEIS summary, we transl ated
the Corps' figures fromthe |anguage of
megawatt hours into the | anguage of doll ars.
Now t he Corps has provided us with nore
information, the full RDEIS, sone five inches
of printed material. Wth the perm ssion of
the northwest division staff, we took your

di splay copy home with us from St. Joseph. It
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contains nore detail than the summary, but the
nunbers just don't add up even when you
account for the use of yet another |anguage,
ecowatt hours.

The summary and the Corps RDEIS give
different answers. As |awers we would say
that the summary is a prior and inconsistent
statement. As representatives of M ssourians,
we sinply ask which docunment should we believe
about the inpact of the alternatives on
t hermal energy.

One net hodol ogy woul d suggest that this
i npact to be as high as $15 billion. W had
hoped for a nore detailed analysis in the
Corps RDEIS. However, the Corps' analysis
assunes that these 25 power plants will sinply
decrease power production to avoid violating
their permts. Wuld it not be logical to
presunme that they will try to retrofit their
facilities? What will that cost? WII those
costs be passed along to electric rate
payers? Can the power plants finish the
retrofit before the first sumrer |ow? What if
t hey choose to violate their MPTS pernmts as a

cost of doing business? W hope not.
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Wel |, what affect would that have on
M ssouri River fish and wildlife? The Corps
has not provided answers to these questions or
gi ven us enough information to answer them for
ourselves. M ssourians need this information
to participate in these process in a
meani ngf ul way.

I ndeed the process itself is valuable and
the people in this roomare all here because
they see this process as a valuable one. The
Nati onal Environnental Policy Act or NEPA
requires federal agencies to prepare an
Envi ronnent al | npact Statenent regardi ng major
federal actions significantly affecting the
quality of the environnent. Truly a change in
t he managenent of the M ssouri River is a
maj or federal action.

Qur nation's courts held that federa
agenci es shoul d not make these decisions from
behind a veil of secrecy, they must give the
public notice of the proposed major federa
action and give the public an opportunity to
submit relevant information that m ght have a
beari ng upon the agency's deci sion

The Corps has accepted this
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responsibility by preparing the Revised Draft
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent for potentia
revisions to the Master Manual and engaging in
this process that includes public hearings
like the one tonight, yet the Corps seens to
be growi ng weary of this process.

It describes its Master Manual revision
as a journey that began in 1989. However, the
Corps sees a way to end the journey. Its nane
i s adaptive managenent and all the Master
Manual alternatives included. |In fact, for
some reason, the Corps' publications |eave the
di stinct inpression that the Corps thinks it
i s empl oyi ng adapti ve managenent al ready.

One can try to define adaptive
managenment, but it is difficult. It is
i mpossi bl e, however, to define with any
certainty what will result from adaptive
management. Wth adaptive managenent, the
Corps will be able to test hypotheses and
expl ore changes in the operation of the
M ssouri River system Indeed its |anguage is
the | anguage of uncertainty with jargon-1like
flexibility, adapt, operational changes, on

average, and as conditions allow. In one
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word, vague.

The Corps envisions future management of
the river under this new schene with an agency
coordi nati on team made up of primarily federa
bi ol ogi sts. In other words, the United States
Fish and Wldlife Service. WII these
deci si ons be subject to public participation,
peer review and judicial review? |If they wll
not, that course will surely violate NEPA.
Wth all this flexibility, we wonder if any of
us will ever have this opportunity to
participate in this public process again

The 2002 Master Manual may be the | ast
Master Manual. In the future, if the Corps
can sinply make operational changes as new
i nformati on becones avail abl e, they may not
want to embark on this journey once nore.
Instead of venturing forth on a new journey,
they will river managenent deci sions that
affect us here in Mssouri from behind closed
doors.

The alternative to adaptive managenment is
this inportant process we are currently
participating in. What does it have to

offer? Only certainty, openness, fairness,
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accountability and predictability. Thank you,
Col onel

HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, M.
Kar di s.

MR. MOORE: Nelson Heil

MR, HEIL: If | could, 1'd Iike
to read this and then give you the paper, this
is the only copy | have tonight.

This is a copy of a letter that we have
sent in on October 29th to the Corps, and |I'm
t he southern comm ssioner of Carroll County
and | represent David Martin, the eastern
conmi ssi oner and Donald Batrim (phonetic), a
western conmmi ssi oner.

The Carroll County Commr ssion does hereby
go on record as being in opposition to the
spring rise |low sunmer and fall rise which is
the split season for the follow ng reasons.

Nunber one, the increased rel eases nost
surely will put water against |evees
regardl ess of normal runoff bel ow Gavins
Point. And nunber two, the seep water from
this high river will prevent many fields from
bei ng pl ant ed.

Thank you for your tine.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, M.

Hei | .

MR. MOORE: Ti m Brinker.

MR. BRI NKER: Good eveni ng,
Col onel, | adies and gentlenen, nmy nane's Tim
Brinker, I'ma lowWy city councilmn froma

little town called Washi ngton, M ssouri. |
have been a council man for eight years,
unfortunately, | don't have staff so that |
can have sonebody cone up here and speak for
me so |I've got to do that nyself.

| al so happen to be chairman of the
Washi ngton, M ssouri Riverfront Preservation
and I nmprovenent Committee. That's an advisory
committee utilized to do just as our title
i ndi cates, preserve and inprove our M ssour
Ri ver frontage

Washi ngton, M ssouri enjoys being the
busi est port/access on the M ssouri River
between St. Louis, Mssouri and Oraha,
Nebraska. That relates to anywhere from 100
to 300 boats per weekend in season. W're
| ocated at mile marker 65 to 70 if you want to
conme visit us.

Washington is primarily a recreationa
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use comunity, but also has comrercial uses as
well on the river via a sand plant and
concrete manufacturing facility in Franklin
County concrete.

Washi ngton has a riverfront park that
we're extrenely proud of consisting of many
pavilions, acres of grass, |arge parking
areas, a four-lane boat ranp and a new
four-slip courtesy dock, many, many private
docks as well as a brand new half
mllion-dollar riverfront trail that stretches
2.7 mles along the Mghty Middy M.

We're al so considering another very
substantial investnent in a full-service stil
wat er marina, perhaps one of the largest in
the span | mentioned earlier

Washi ngton is concerned about water |eve
consi stency so as to protect and potentially
enhance what we consider to be our community
crown jewel.

I wish to make it known that our concerns
are very real. Like a |lot of other
comunities along the Mssouri River,

Washi ngt on has been adversely affected in the

past by floods typically occurring in late
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spring or early sunmer, coincidentally, the
simlar time span that the plans indicate
hi gher volume rel eases. W ask that the Corps
pl ease take into consideration this very
strongly and take action to assure this
consi stency is achi eved and nmuai nt ai ned.
The City of Washington has al ways enjoyed
a positive working relationship with al
agenci es represented here this evening and
| ooks forward to continued positive
rel ations.
Thank you and have a good one.
HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, M.
Bri nker.

MR, MOORE: John Reddy.

(Wher eupon M. Reddy read a prepared
statement, which is attached to the

transcript.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, M.
Reddy.

MR. MOORE: Charles Scott.
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(Whereupon M. Scott read a prepared
statement, which is attached to the

transcript.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, M.

Scot t.

MR, MOORE: Rick Hayes.

MR. HAYES: Cood evening, ny
nanme's Rick Hayes, |'ma representative from

the Brunswi ck/ Dal ton Drainage District. |
live and farmnear the Mssouri River and the
Grand and the Chariton. | farmland that mny
dad has farmed for years and that's where our
living is. I'mrepresenting our district and
al so many farmers.

Qur livelihood is farmng this land. |If
the river that you're wanting the spring rise
on, that's our nmost critical time getting our
crops planted. W need a nornmal to bel ow
normal river stage for our land to drain. W
cannot, we just cannot accept anything |ess
than that. You want this rise and you're
trying to save this fish, | mean, we're out
here trying to nake a living. W just can't

uproot our famlies and nove them a hundred

COVERI NG M SSOURI - ST. JOSEPH TO ST. LOUIS 1-800-63
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mles away fromthe river, we just cannot do
that, you know, in our type of farmng

We just wanted you to know that we
understand all the pressures you have, wanting
to you do sonet hi ng besi des what you have
al ways done. We think you've done a good job
in the past, but we'd like nmore. | want to
stress we cannot take any |ess than we have
al ready have.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, M.

Hayes.

MR. MOORE: Ellen Duke.

MS. DUKE: Good evening, my nane
is Ellen Duke, | live in Lee's Summit,

M ssouri and |' m speaking tonight as a private
citizen.

| grew up on a farmin Indiana so | know
the inmportance of nature and | know the
i nportance of watching what the river
naturally does. So | am speaking in support
of flexible flow. | think it's very inportant
to pay attention to what nature provides, not
just what human beings provide. So with this

in mnd, |'ve carefully read the U.S. Fish and
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Wldlife Service proposals for flexible flow
and | believe it is totally worthy of our
action, and | appreciate your consideration
t oni ght .
HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, M ss
Duke.
MR. MOORE: Roger C ark.
UNI DENTI FI ED VO CE: He stepped
to the restroom
HEARI NG OFFICER:  We' Il catch him
in a mnute.
MR. MOORE: M chael W1 son.
MR. WLSON:. Good evening. [|I'm
M chael Wlson, | live in Raytown, M ssouri
I"ma nenber of the Sierra Club and I'm
representing the Mssouri River.
|'ve been around a long tinme, a |ot
| onger than anybody sitting here tonight.
|"ve been flowi ng down through this |and that
isn't -- wasn't called Mssouri for a |ong
time and so when we say we're representing
M ssouri, we're not really representing the
land or me, this river called the M ssouri
Now.

I"mgoing to keep on flowing and a | ong
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time after everybody in this roomis gone.
And | would like to be healthy and I would
like to be alive. | would like to bring a
real future for the people who inhabit this
land in the future.

I"mreally thankful that the U S. Arny
Corps of Engi neers has conme on the scene to
take up ny cause, because you're representing
a much bigger picture than the State of
M ssouri, you're representing ne, the M ssouri
Ri ver.

As | |l ook at one of the fact sheets, one
of the senators nentioned conmon sense. [|'m
not sure what that means in their context, but
just from an econom c point of view nationa
econonmi ¢ point of view, the proposal that is
advocated by the State of M ssouri and the
senators that have testified has the | ownest
econonmic value. So fromwhat | think is
comon sense, flexible flow which comes much
nore closer to what |'ve al ways done before

and would like to do in the future works best

for me. It works best for the future, it
wor ks best for your children. [It's not about
private property. |'ve been flow ng |ong
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before there was any private property. It's
too bad that it prevents people from adjusting
to the flow, but I've always had flexible
flow. That's natural and it's healthy.

HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, M.
W | son.

MR, MOORE: Ronald McNeal |

MR. McNEALL: Good evening. M
name is Ronald McNeall and |I'm an agriculture
producer from Chariton County near
Keytesville, Mssouri, | produce corn
soybeans and wheat .

These neetings are seenming to become a
regular ritual as we were only a short tine
ago doing the sane thing again. |[|'mhere
toni ght representing the Mssouri Corn G owers
Associ ati on of which | am a nmenber of the
Board of Directors.

MCGA is a grass root organi zation
representing corn growers across M ssouri.
MCGA wi || continue to support the current
wat er control plan, because it is the only
feasible alternative presented by the Corps of
Engi neers. All of the other alternatives that

are being presented woul d be absol utely
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devastating to agriculture.

We are opposed to higher reservoir |evels
in the upper basin | akes. Increased reservoir
| evel s reduce the water avail able and fl ood
control available to the |ower basins.

Managi ng the M ssouri River flow based on
the need of upstream recreational and other
i nterests goes against the original intent of
Congress to manage the river for multiple
i nterests where flood control and navigation
was the primary intent.

We're al so adamantly opposed to what is
referred to as the spring rise. First,

i ncreasi ng water rel eases would fl ood or
decrease drai nage on thousands of acres in the
M ssouri River bottoms. The Corps and the
Fish and Wldlife Service clains they can
curtail water releases from Gavins Point Dam
i f downstream fl oodi ng occurs. | would Iike
to know how such a claimcan be made when

prof essi onal weather forecasters can't even
accurately forecast rain one day at a time |et
al one the anmount that will fall within a given
area. On top of that, it takes fromeight to

el even days for water to travel from Gavins



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COVERI NG M SSOURI - ST. JOSEPH TO ST. LOUIS 1-800-633-8289

42

ROBERTS & ASSOCI ATES BY TOM ROBERTS, RPR, CCR
Point to the nouth of the Mssouri to St.
Loui s.

Once water is released from Gavi ns Point,
it cannot be stopped or it cannot be
recall ed. Therefore, this proposed contro
fl ood woul d be devastating not only for
potential flooding, but also to late planting
due to internal drainage problens. Everyone
knows the spring period is the normal tinme for
excessive rainfall

I farmon the Chariton River about six
mles where it enpties into the M ssouri
River. Qur internal drainage is bl ocked not
only when the river is bank full, but also
when the M ssouri level is raised four to six
feet above normal. When we go through a |ong
period of high water flow with several rain
fronts moving through, it spells interna
fl oodi ng problems. Two weeks of flood gates
closed in April and May can be di sastrous.

It is also proposed that these increased
spring flows would be offset in the late
sumrer by a split navigation season. During
July through Septenber water rel eases woul d

fall below | evel s needed to nmaintain
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navi gation. This would end navigation on the
M ssouri River. W hear reports of reduced
navi gati on on the river now, but who is going
to commt to |long-term navigati on when we keep
navi gati on i n doubt.

As you know, barges are a | ow cost
transportation alternative for agriculture,
comodities and inputs. As inportant, barge
transportation places conpetitive pressure on
reasonable rail rates. Railroads can only
raise rates to the point where they start to
push traffic onto alternative nodes of
transportation, for exanple, barges.

It has been denponstrated nmany tinmes that
in areas throughout the country that do not
have access to barge transportation, rai
rates are higher. |In their analysis, the
Corps estimates that barge conpetition reduces
the rail rates in the Mssouri basin by up to
$200 million annually. The inportance of
barge competition is further heightened as the
rail industry continues to consolidate.

The M ssouri River is also a major source
of water for the Mssissippi River. During

t he drought of 1988, the M ssouri River
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di scharge accounted for 63 percent of the
water flow ng past St. Louis from July through
October. If planned flow reduction by the
Cor ps woul d coi ncide with another drought,
navi gati on on the upper M ssissippi would be
interrupted costing the nation's farners and
industries mllions of dollars a day.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, M.

McNeal |

MR. MOORE: Roger C ark.

MR. CLARK: Good evening, thank
you for the opportunity to speak. | represent

recreational interests and it seens to ne the
good Lord managed this river for mllion of
years before the Corps of Engineers cane
al ong. What we have now does not even
resenbl e what once was, and in 1993 it was
proven beyond a doubt that current technol ogy
and the ability of the Corps to nanage this
river is sinmply is not there to the extent
that you might like to have it.

What we have now is something that is
really not very friendly to recreationa

users, and it's a tragedy. The reason it's a
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tragedy is because navigation interests, other
econonmi c interests have taken highest
priority. It is not only three endangered
species, it's mllion of water foul that use
this river during their fall mgration and
their spring migration. They have no place to
use on that river to any extent anynore. That
is an Anerican tragedy and it's happening
right here on this river.
Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, M.

c ark.

MR, MOORE: St eve Kidwel l

(Whereupon M. Kidwell read a prepared
statenment, which is attached to the

transcript.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, M.
Ki dwel |

MR, MOORE: Lanny Meng.

(Whereupon M. Meng read a prepared
statement, which is attached to the

transcript.)
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HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, M.
Meng.

MR. MOORE: Steve Ewert.

MR. EVERT: M nane is Steve
Ewert and I'ma M ssouri River bottom farner,
and ny brothers are here and a | ot of ny
friends are here, and | want to thank the
Corps of Engineers for what they've done for
the river over the | ast decades.

It's been said tonight that we can't
control the river, that we've dimnished the
worth of the river by the fact that we have
controlled it. | don't think anything could
be further fromthe truth. |If you read
accounts of the M ssouri River by Mark Twain
or sone of the people that wote about it in
the early days, the Mssouri River was a
worthless stream It could not be depended on
for water, it could not be depended on for
navi gation, it flooded, it went dry, and we've
had whol e i ndustries grow up around this
river.

Every 50 mles up and down the M ssouri

there's a power plant, we heard fromthose
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guys tonight. They' ve got to have a stable
river. 1'mjust a small piece of the
industry. | farmon the Mssouri River and
need a stable river, too, in the spring.

| take unbrage with some of your nunbers
in your study when you point out that there
would be a fewmllion dollars worth of damage
to Mssouri crops and the alternatives that
raise the river level, and | just do that by
conmon sense. |'mnot a scientist and |I'm not
an accountant, but | know what it costs ne
when the river is three feet higher than ny
fl ood gates and | have to punp the water out
or | lose a crop of soybeans and | have to
replant it. And | think if you multiply that
by thousands of tinmes up and down the river by
people that are in the same boat | am that a
fewmnmllion dollars wouldn't conme close to
covering the econonic damage of a three foot
rise in the river at the wong tinme.

The other thing | think, you've tried to
apply comon sense to sone of these things and
| really kind of think the pallid sturgeon is
a red herring of some sort, because |'ve been

on the river for 20 years now and | fail to



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COVERI NG M SSOURI - ST. JOSEPH TO ST. LOUIS 1-800-633-8289

48

ROBERTS & ASSOCI ATES BY TOM ROBERTS, RPR, CCR
understand what an artificially created three
foot rise that the Corps would create, what
benefit that would be to the pallid sturgeon
t hat nmot her nature does not already provide.

Living on the river and being so
concerned with river levels, when a thunder
storm cones through upstream sonewhere, | see
rises and falls of five, ten, fifteen feet al
the time. Now, this three foot rise, it's
three feet of Kansas City, | think, is what
the 15 to 20,000 cubic feet per second woul d
make. | don't see what the difference is
between that three foot artificial rise and
the ten foot or five foot or three foot rise
provi ded by a thunder storm and that happens
real regularly every spring. And | think it's
ki nd of presunptuous of us to think that we
can create a three foot rise that's going to
be a benefit that nother nature is not already
doing by letting it rain

That's just kind of a commpn sense
observation. Like |l said, it's not froma
scientist or anything, but it just seenms to ne
that water is water and -- whether it cane

from Gavins Point, and | think npost of the
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peopl e here are concerned what happens at
Gavi ns Point.

If there needs to be sone unbal anci ng of
the reservoirs above Gavins Point to create
growt h al ong the banks, that's understandabl e,
possi bly doable. But as far as nobst of the
people in this room we're concerned about
what happens bel ow Gavi ns Poi nt, obviously,
because that's what's going to nake a
difference to us. And | don't think that that
three foot rise is going to make a bit of
difference in the pallid sturgeon and | defy
sonmebody to tell me why that that artificia
rise is more beneficial than a good thunder
shower that raises the river five feet and
then drops it down five feet. | nean, that's
basically doing the sanme thing, it happens
every year.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, M.
Ewert .

MR MOORE: Robert Vincze.

(Whereupon M. Vincze read a prepared

statenment, which is attached to the
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transcript.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, M.
Vi ncze.

MR. MOORE: Dan Cassi dy.

(Wher eupon M. Cassidy read a prepared
statement, which is attached to the

transcript.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, M.
Cassi dy.

MR, MOORE: Bob Sherrick

(Whereupon M. Sherrick read a prepared
statenent, which is attached to the

transcript.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, M.
Sherri ck.

MR, MOORE: Jeffrey MFadden

MR. McFADDEN: Col onel, guests,
thank you for this opportunity. M nane's
Jeffrey McFadden, I'ma lifelong M ssourian

grew up in this basin. [|'man independent

COVERI NG M SSOURI - ST. JOSEPH TO ST. LOUIS 1-800-63
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busi nessman in M ssouri, but | speak tonight
as what is commonly known as a river rat. The
M ssouri river is the place |I |ove nost of
anypl ace on earth.

VWhat we have here is a river that's been
taken fromthe many and given to the few at
public expense, this is a problem This
eveni ng we've tal ked about flood control
We' ve been threatened with the flood of 1993,
but the flood of 1993 was a summer flood which
occurred during a tinme when the Corps' current
wat er control plan maintains the river at
unnaturally high levels, possibly having
exacerbated that fl ood.

The M ssouri River flooded in 1903 and in
1908. It flood in 1944 resulting in the
passing of the Pick Sloan Plan. It flooded
again in '51, and Colonel Pick said if this
plan were in place, a flood like this could
never happen again. It flooded in '93, right
on time.

The current water control plan has been
unabl e to even alter the cycle of nmjor
floods. It has, however, elimnated the cycle

of small healthy fl oods.
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We' ve heard about the econony of the
State of Mssouri. |'msure everyone in this
room has been around the Lake of the Ozarks
and seen the bustling econony, the high
property val ues, the vast econonic
opportunities for small businessnen, bait
stores, restaurants. Imagine for a nonment if
we had the Lake of the Ozarks at Kansas City
and at Saint Louis, the Lake of the Ozarks at
Jefferson City and at Colunbia. The Lake of
the Ozarks at St. Louis, we have it.

We have the M ssouri River. The M ssouri
and M ssissippi Rivers in conbination are the
State's |largest water resource, larger than 15
of the State's | argest reservoirs combi ned,
but we have taken this and we have made it
smal | and we have nmade it fast and it
frightens people and they're afraid to go use
it.

So we don't have the econonic
opportunities of having the Lake of the Ozarks
at every mpjor state. The M ssouri River is
so vast that it could carry recreational users
fromevery city in this state and never | ook

crowded.
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We' ve heard that the recommendations are
unproven and they are, because in 40 years
there has been no change, there's been no
attenpt to prove them In my business which I
own, | maintain and repair telecomunications
equi pnent and conputer networks for M ssouri
busi nesses. | have never had one say to ne |
want you to prove your plan before you do
sonmething. | guarantee if Attorney Cenera
Ni xon's tel ephone system were down and | was
there to fix it, he wouldn't ask nme for proof,
he woul d ask ne to do sonmething and do it now
and that's what |'m asking you.

Over 80 percent of M ssouri househol ds
contain one or more fishernen. Over 90
percent of M ssouri citizens live along the
M ssouri River, but those people can't fish
that river because they are afraid of it. |If
the river were maintained in good health, we
woul d be once again able to catch the
150- pound catfish that were normal here when
the river was healthy last. W would have
people com ng to the M ssouri basin from all
over the country like they now go to the Gulf

of Mexico to catch a fish that big. All these
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200 mllion dollar figures are pocket change
conpared to the potential recreational incone
a healthy M ssouri River would give this
basi n.
Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, M.

McFadden.

MR, MOORE: Frank Lies.

(Whereupon M. Lies read a prepared

statenent, which is attached to the

transcript.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, M.

Li es.
MR. MOORE: Mary Lappin.

(Wher eupon Ms. Lappin read a prepared
statement, which is attached to the
transcript.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, M ss
Lappi n.

We' ve been taking testinony for two hours

and thirty mnutes so | think it's tinme for a
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ten-m nute break. Please be back, for those
of you who want to participate, at 9:40.

Thank you.

(O f the record.)

(Back on the record.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER: Ladi es and
gentlemen if you would make your way back into
the seats, we'll resune.

MR, MOORE: Bill Giffith.

MR. CRIFFI TH:  Thank you,

Col onel . Good evening, ny nane is Bil
Giffith, I'"'ma resident of Leavenworth,
Kansas, |'ma native of Kansas and noved to

Leavenwort h about eight years ago and began to
| earn about the M ssouri River in great

detail. | saw the end of the 1993 fl ood and
have fol |l owed cl osely the Master Manua
process.

As a father of three, |1've cherished the
few recreational opportunities we're afforded
on the lower river such as an excursion out to
a rare sand bar.

As a history buff, I"'menthralled by the

voyage of discovery and other colorful tales
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of life along the Mssouri and | ook forward to
t he excitement of the upcomi ng bicentennial of
the Lewis and Clark expedition as do nany
ot hers.
And as chairman of the Sierra Club's
Nati onal River Committee, | thrill at the
potential biological diversity the M ssour
will give us if we nmake sound managenent
deci si ons and change the decades ol d manua
designed for a far different tine.
That potential is shackled as of now has
led to great peril for the pallid sturgeon
the I east tern and the piping plover. Many
other fish and wildlife have seen their
nunbers plumret as well, and the downward
spiral will continue if we persist along the
same path. | wonder how this reflects on us
as caretakers of the Mssouri River, let alone
of our Earth in general. WII our hubris
continue by ignoring science and flying ahead
wi t h business as usual
The Sierra Club supports the
recommendations of the U S. Fish and Wldlife
Service for a spring rise and | ower sunmmer

flows on the Mssouri River. Their
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recommendati ons are based on the best
avai |l abl e science. To buttress that
statenment, I'mconforted to see the M ssouri
Ri ver's natural resource comunity menbers
from Mont ana, Kansas, |owa, Nebraska, South
Dakota and North Dakota and M ssouri has
stated publicly that the U S. Fish and
Wldlife biological opinion is biologically
sound and scientifically justified.

David Golat, a University of M ssouri
river ecologist was quoted in the Kansas City
Star | ast Wednesday as saying the idea of just
having a flood plain restoration and not
altering flows is a very naive point of view
from an ecol ogi cal perspective.

He al so nentions that there had been
about 130 scientific studies detailing the
negati ve impacts that can occur to fish and
wildlife when the river's natural flows are
altered. The good news that he nentions is
about 30 studi es have showed how restoring the
flow and habitat can assist in the healing of
damaged rivers which al so benefits humans
greatly.

The alternative FW 2021 in conjunction
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wi th adaptive managenment practices offers the
best and in all probability the only chance
for the pallid sturgeon, |east tern and piping
pl over and other inperiled species to exist
with us along the river.

The spring rise as described in FW 2021
will be a conservative rise in many fol ks
view, and as the Corps' own docunent states,
will not affect any new land, it will be done
on an average only once every three years,
wi |l not be done when there's already higher
water flows and will not be the cause of
floods on the lower river. | believe | bring
some sensitivity to this matter as ny famly
owns river bottomland Iike some of the stake
hol ders al ong the river.

The spring rise should hel p other
threatened fish species rebound as well. The
State of Mssouri used to have a thriving
comercial fishery and is now down to one
part-time comercial fishery.

The increase in these species will be a
boon for anglers, the boating industry,
canoei sts, hunters and other recreationa

enthusiasts. This will punp a substantial sum



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COVERI NG M SSOURI - ST. JOSEPH TO ST. LOUIS 1-800-633-8289

59
ROBERTS & ASSOCI ATES BY TOM ROBERTS, RPR, CCR
of noney into the basin assisting |oca
econoni es in garnering a sustainable growh.

I find it interesting that although the
recreation is not enphasized by the Corps and
navi gation is, that recreation brings in nuch
nore noney. Think about the econom c boost if
we do nore to enphasize recreation

The | ower sunmmer flows will have added
benefits of assisting recreation as well as
nore fol ks getting out on river on the newmy
created sand bars. This again will bring
boaters, canoeists and canmpers down to the
river instead of having them avoi ded as they
do now. | look forward to the day | can take
my children out in a canoe on the M ssour
Ri ver and not feel they are in danger
St oppi ng and exploring a sand bar and finding
a canp site to pitch a tent on is sonething
woul d cherish as a nenory that would | ast a
lifetine.

I"m al so heartened to see that 2021 will
assi st M ssissippi River navigation where the
vast flow of the barge transportation occurs.
It will save $7.3 mllion per year which is an

i mprovenent of 16 percent.
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| also note that it increases hydropower
benefits by 2 percent overall and supports the
M ssouri River barge navigation in the
critical spring and fall periods when nost
agricultural products are shipped.

G ven the benefits to fish and wildlife,
the recreation industry, the increase in
tourismthat will follow, the hydropower
benefits, the benefits to the M ssissipp
Ri ver navigation and the high level flood
protection, this brings added clarity to the
sel ection of FW 2021 as the best alternative
for the Corps to inplenent.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, M.
Giffith.

MR. MOORE: Alex Harris.

HEARI NG OFFI CER: Al ex Harris.

(M. Alex Harris is not present.)

MR. MOORE: Karen Unl enhute.

M5. UHLENHUTE: That was brave of
you to try that |ast nane, you actually did a
pretty good job of it, it's Uhlenhute. And
guess | would say I'm here representing the

pallid sturgeon, the l|east terns, the piping
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pl overs, the people with binoculars, the
peopl e with canoes and kayaks. And, you know,
I"mreally distressed when | hear people get
up fromall those congressional offices and
realize that not one of themis speaking for
me or a bunch of other people that | know out
here.

You know, there are a |lot of us who are
just really, really unhappy with the river
that runs through our town and through our
state with the state that it has reached after
60 years of managenent by the Corps of
Engi neers. | actually got up close and
personal with the river several years ago,
went on a short canoe trip just east of town
and it was kind of scary like Jeffrey MFadden
said. You noved very, very quickly and
there's no way to stop. | nean, there's
nothing to stop on, you nove very fast, and
remenber vividly holding very tightly on to a
tree root and that was the only place that |
could slow down at all. There's no bound
water, there's no side channels, there's no
pl ace where the water is going slower than,

don't know, five or six mles per hour or
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whatever it is. And | feel sorry for anything
that's in that water trying to cut it, because
| think it's a really tough -- it's a tough go
down there.

But anyway, | think that we were really
m ssing the boat on managing this river,
because | think that this could be a nuch nore
friendly river to recreation and | think there
are many people who really want to recreate on
this river, but it is kind of difficult in a
nunber of ways.

And | think that the reason we're m ssing
the boat on these small boats is that we're
too fixated on the really big boats, the
barges which, frankly, you very sel dom see on
this river. | think nost of us know that the
barge industry is very close to a fantasy on
this river, and |I just continue to be amazed
at why it is that we manage the river for a
very inconsequential industry. And frankly, I
have to guess that it's because they give a
| ot of nopney to Congress and people |ike ne
don't, and | really have a problemw th the
system wor ki ng that way.

I know that the Corps, at |east people
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keep telling that the Corps is required by
congress to manage this river for a nunmber of
pur poses which unfortunately seemto be at
cross purposes. And it seens to nme that for
about 60 years this river has been managed
largely for a barge industry that has only
gotten smaller and smaller and smaller. And
think that it is time to give a higher
priority to the other uses that apparently are
al so mandated by Congress, particularly
recreation on the |lower river and habitat for
wildlife.

| think that if we really had a
recreati onal resource going through this town
and across this State, that we would make this
city that prides itself on being very liveable
even nore |liveable and ditto for the entire
state.

I've heard peopl e tonight tal k about
their concerns about flood control and |I guess
I would take that nmore seriously except for
things |ike having read in the Star the other
day that | think we're about to spend about
$50 million in federal tax noney to build a

| evee around a piece of bottom | and property
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in Riverside so that we can now build, |
guess, sone industrial facilities. And
apparently, we're not |earning the | esson
here, that we have to back off fromthe river
instead of invading it nore with human
activity of the wong sort.

I've al so heard people tal k about
unproven science here and | think the only way
to prove the science is to give it a try, so
let's do that in the formof GP 2021

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, M ss
Uhl enhut e.

MR. MOORE: Ron G bson

(Whereupon M. G bson read a prepared

statenent, which is attached to the

transcript.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, M.

G bson.
MR. MOORE: Colleen Nunnelly.
MS. NUNNELLY: Good evening,
gentlenmen. |1'mnot here to tal k about
acronynms or flowrates, | want to tal k about
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my dad for a few nminutes

My father grew up near the river, | grew
up hearing himtal k about being on the river
in a boat. | heard himtalk about the flocks
of birds and | heard himtal k about farm ng
And, in fact, watched himfarm sonme bottom
land on the river near Hermann. Sure,
sonetinmes he didn't have a crop, but he farmed
and he knew that that was one of the things
that the river brought, with its bounty, it
brought danger. 1've been on that river in a
canoe, but unlike ny dad and his friends when
he was a child, | had to be marshalled and
guarded by power boats who went along to be
sure that we weren't swept away by the river.

I want the opportunity for ne and for
others to be on that boat in a canoe, visiting
on that river in a canoe or a kayak to be able
to fish, to see the flocks of birds again. |
want the opportunities that have been lost to
my father's children and grand chil dren
through -- and it's been lost in one
generation of daming and channeling the
river.

My family went canping w thout ny father
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who is no longer living, |ast nonth, and we
wanted to be on a river, we had to go to
southern M ssouri to do that to feel safe.
want to see wildlife endangered species cone
back and I want to return to the river here,
to the Mssouri River.

The flexible flowrate will acconplish
this and it will bring enhanced benefits to
many al ong the river.

Recreation brings significant incone to
property owners along the Mssouri River as it
has done to those along the Katy Trail
Cities that have turned their faces to the
river prosper as they watch and use the
river.

I would I'ike the next generations to have

returned to themthose treasures that ny dad

had.
Thank you.
HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, M ss
Nunnel |'y.
MR. MOORE: Richard Col eman.
HEARI NG OFFICER: M. Richard
Col eman.

(M. Richard Coleman is not present.)
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MR. MOORE: Linda Hanl ey.
MS. HANLEY: Thank you. My
nanme's Linda Hanley, I'mnot a | awer, a
politician or a scientist, but | ama user of
the river.

The | ady who just spoke should cone with
us sonetinme, we use the river now in canoes
and kayaks. However, | agree that the river
has changed in the last 30 years that 1've
been on it. The sand bars are disappearing if
not already totally gone.

The years in the early 70s, we canoed
from Yankt on, South Dakota at Gavins Point to
Kansas City, from Kansas City on to St. Louis
i n canoes, canped on beautiful sand bars. W
don't have that anynore.

It's unrealistic to think that we'll go
back to the river that Lewis and Clark saw.
None of us would want to, we wouldn't have our
power our water our sewage di sposal and we
woul d have very reduced fl ow soneti nes and
floods. We still have reduced flow and
fl oods. However, with the adaptive managenent
as they call it, we can keep that to a

m ni num
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Wth the attitude that we've got to do it
the way it's been done because it's always

been done that way is throwi ng new sci ence out

the wi ndow and I would like to see -- we need
a change.
I'"'mnot a scientist again, | can't say

which programis the best, but I'msure there
are many mnds here who are working on that
and have nuch nmore know edge than | do, but
definitely we need to try sonething new.

The thing we have to realize is that
there are extreme opposite opinions and
extrene difference in interests anongst the
peopl e involved in this, but cooperation and
conprehensi on of the inpact that these choices
are going to have on future generations of not
only pallid sturgeon and plovers but of people
as well. And we nust realize there nust be a
conprom se that will bring the best to as many
peopl e as possi bl e.

None of us want to see a farmer |ose his
crop nor a business |ost due to | ack of
transportation. But everyone is going to have
to compromi se for a better solution in the

end.
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Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, M ss
Hanl ey.

MR, MOORE: Janie M erau.

(Whereupon Ms. Merau read a prepared
statenent, which is attached to the

transcript.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, M ss
M er au.

MR. MOORE: Charl es Benjamn.

(Whereupon M. Benjam n read a prepared
statement, which is attached to the

transcript.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, M.
Benj am n.

MR. MOORE: Joe Lanothe.

(Whereupon M. Lanpthe read a prepared

statenment, which is attached to the
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transcript.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, M.
Lanot he.

MR. MOORE: Chuck Gsborn.

HEARI NG OFFI CER: M. Chuck
Gsborn.

(M. Chuck GCsborn is not present.)

MR, MOORE: Ron Cook.

HEARI NG OFFI CER: M. Cook.

(M. Ron Cook is not present.)

MR. MOORE: Tom Hanl ey.

MR. HANLEY: Hello, ny nanme is
Tom Hanl ey and ny primary interest is in
recreation and access to the Mssouri River in
the stretches above and bel ow Kansas City, but
that's not what this neeting is about. |It's
about how the Corps of Engineers is going to
control its six dams.

The current plan favors only the barge

i ndustry which is very m nuscule on the

M ssouri River. Most of the barge industry is
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on the M ssissippi R ver and the Chio River.
And to suggest that the fact that there is a
barge industry in any way affects the rates on
railroad traffic or trucking traffic, | think
is not valid.
The five other plans presented in the
Corps proposals here in the Environnenta
| npact Statenment appear to benefit fishing,
boating, wildlife, recreation, and even reduce
potential flooding in the sumrer months. The
nodi fi ed plan for the upper basin region
clearly benefits those states. They, in fact,
are -- been negatively inpacted by very | ow
water levels in their recreationa
i ndustri es.
The key issue in this matter is the
potential of downstream flooding in the
M ssouri or State of Mssouri. And the crux
of the issue is can the Corps handle the
spring rise once every three years as proposed
in these GP pl ans.
Are they able to raise the river for up
to three feet during four weeks once every
three years? They're not going to let this

water all out at one tine, they are going to
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let it out over a period of four weeks and
even though you can't predict, as we have
heard earlier speakers say it takes ten days
for the water to get down to St. Louis, even
t hough you can't predict the weather that far
ahead, | truly believe that the Corps would be
able to, through gaugi ng downstreamriver
levels, to be able to accurately assess
whet her or not they can release on a
particul ar day the amount of water required
for this rise.

Every one knows that the M ssouri River
goes up by nore than three feet or down by
nore than three feet every year due to the
| ocal rain events. And the question that a
| ot of people ask is during the '93 flood, why
didn't the Corps prevent it. And the sinple
fact is that the last damis Yankton, South
Dakota and there's an awful |ot of streams and
tributaries and water basin bel ow Yankton
Sout h Dakota. So there's no 100 percent
guarantee that a flood will never occur no
matt er what plan you use

Even the farmers who farmthe fl ood

pl ains know this. That's why all the dikes
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are built, that's why you see buil dings on top
of mounds and houses on the hillsides. No one
can guarantee that there will never be a
flood. But it's tine for a change. | believe
the Corps can pull off the spring rise once
every three years. Politicians and farnmers
today we've heard say don't budge an inch
don't nove the river fromwhere it is.
Scientific studies and speakers we've heard
toni ght say we need to make this change in
order to benefit fish and wildlife. | believe
the truth lies sonewhere in the m ddle and
support the plan GP 1528 with a m ni mum spring
rise and a maxi mum sunmer flow and let's
experiment and see what happens.

Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, M.

Hanl ey.

MR MOORE: WIIliam G esham

HEARI NG OFFI CER: M. Gresham

(M. WIlliam Greshamis not present.)

MR. MOORE: Franklin Pogge.
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(Wher eupon M. Pogge read a prepared

statenment, which is attached to the

transcript.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, M.

MR MOORE: Tom Waters.

(Whereupon M. Waters read a prepared

statenent, which is attached to the

transcript.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, M.

WAt er s.

MR, MOORE: Dennis A lick.

HEARI NG OFFI CER: M. Dennis

alick.

(M. Dennis AOlick is not present.)

MR MOORE: M A Al nai.

(Whereupon M. Alnmai read a prepared

statenent, which is attached to the

transcript.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, M.

COVERI NG M SSOURI - ST. JOSEPH TO ST. LOUIS 1-800-633-8289
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Al mai .

MR, MOORE: Janet Mershon

MS. MERSHON: Good eveni ng, ny
name i s Janet Mershon, ny famly and | own and
operate a famly farmin Jackson County. It's
about 30 miles east of here. | also serve on
the State Board of Directors for M ssouri Farm
Bureau, the State's |largest general farm
or gani zati on.

First I want to commend the Corps staff
for their perseverance and hard work. They
have al ways been willing to answer our
guestions and listen to our concerns. For the
record, Farm Bureau strongly opposes the flow
changes now being considered. VWhile we remain
hopeful that a balance can be achieved with
the exception of the current plan, many of the
options are acceptable. Many people in this
room have been involved in this issue since
its inception. In fact, Farm Bureau gave the
following remarks at a public hearing on the
Corps' preferred alternative in Cctober of
1994. To farners, the detrinental inpact of
the plan appears obvious and very inmediate

while sone of the State environnental goals
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and objectives appear far nore vague and hard
to verify. W fear that plans such as the
Corps' prefer alternatives fail to adequately
consi der the inland popul ation and only serve
to further underm ne public support for
reasonabl e efforts to protect fish and
wildlife.

Col onel, today, seven years |ater, we
find ourselves facing the same alternatives,
and farners positions has not changed.
Unfortunately, what started out as a debate
about drought managenent has evolved into a
ref erendum on t he Endangered Species Act, an
attenpt to expand significantly the M ssour
Ri ver mitigation program an all out assault
on river conmerce. As a result, we find
ourselves fighting in the halls of Congress
and within the walls of courthouses across the
country.

Col onel, we have nmenbers that farmin al
25 counties along the Mssouri River. They
continue to struggle with extrenely | ow
commodity prices and rising input cost. In
fact, the federal governnent has had to step

in four consecutive years wi th energency
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econom ¢ assi stance.

The Bush admi nistration has indicated
that we nust be nore involved in gl oba
markets. In other words, we need to be nore
conpetitive. |If that's the case, shouldn't we
be doi ng everything possible to enhance river
comerce not only on the M ssouri, but other
rivers such as the M ssissippi. Losing river
comerce not only elimnates an inportant node
of transportation, but also gives the green
light railroads and trucking companies to
raise their rates. Shouldn't we be making
every effort to decrease the risk of flooding
in the fertile bottoms. Qur farners already
know t he inpact of higher flows in the
spring. Ask anyone who was flooded in '93,

'95 and as recently as this spring. The fact
is we already have a spring rise and don't
need to be a part of contenporary science
experi nment.

In closing, Colonel, we are opposed to
any change. We believe there are alternatives
that coul d enhance aquatic habitat w thout
maj or system nodifications, w thout massive

new | and acqui sition prograns, w thout
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significant increases in energy cost, without
controlled flooding and without out-of-basin
transfers. For this reason at this time, we
have no choice but to oppose the alternatives
currently under consideration.
Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, M ss

Mer shon.

MR, MOORE: Li nda Waters.

(Whereupon Ms. Waters read a prepared

statenent, which is attached to the

transcript.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, M ss

Waters.

MR, MOORE: Hal Swansy.

MR. SWANSY: Good evening, sir,
my nane is Hal Swansy. | and three people

that are my | andlords, we're the peopl e that
everyone wants to experinent agai nst or on.
Sir, I farmon the Mssouri River as well
as the Platte River which is a tributary of
the Mssouri River. This is ny first year on

the M ssouri River, but ny famly and | have



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COVERI NG M SSOURI - ST. JOSEPH TO ST. LOUIS 1-800-633-8289

79
ROBERTS & ASSOCI ATES BY TOM ROBERTS, RPR, CCR
farmed on the Platte River for sone 50 years.
Ri ght now I farmnore than 1,400 acres on the
Platte River and, sir, | can tell you that we
suffer much greater crop loss in any tine
there's a rise on the Mssouri River any tine
we have local flooding. In your plan to
increase the spring rise will no doubt
decrease any famly's incone as well as for
the widows | farmfor. Sir, I'masking to you
devel op a good pl an
Anot her point | would like to touch base
on that was brought up, there's been severa
peopl e that have been expressing concerns
about loss of wildlife along the river. In
Platte County the M ssouri Departnment of
Conservation owns several thousand acres al ong
the Platte River and the wildlife there is
wel | established and doing quite well and I'm
feeding them a great anount, so they're doing
quite well at my expense. Even on nmy own
farm we have established a wetland area for
wildlife. W farners are not all a bad |ot.
Thank you for your tinme, sir.
HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, M.

Swansy.
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HEARI NG OFFICER.  |'m going to go
t hrough these cards to make sure that folks
who signed these have an opportunity to
speak. | just want to make sure we didn't
m ss anybody. Again, M. Dennis Olick. M.
WIlliam G esham M. Ron Cook. M. Chuck
GCsborn. M. Richard Coleman. M. Al ex
Harris.
Okay. Then | will ask this
guestion, is there anyone el se who wi shes to

testify this evening?

(No response.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER: Let the record

reflect the negative response.

Thank you | adies and gentlenen for

participating in this process. Good evening.

(Hearing concluded at 10:40 p.m)
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STATE OF M SSOURI)
) ss
COUNTY OF PETTIS )
I, Thomas Roberts, Certified Shorthand
Reporter and Notary Public of the State of
M ssouri do hereby certify that the foregoing
transcript is a true and correct transcript of
my original stenographic notes.
| further certify that | am neither
attorney or counsel, nor related to any party
to said action, nor otherwise interested in
the outcone thereof.
IN WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand and affixed ny Notarial Seal this 8th

day of Decenber, 2001.

THOMAS ROBERTS

COSTS: DUE FROM Corps of Engineers





